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TRESTLE BOARD

BIRMINGHAM LODGE #44

BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48304-5003

In Memory of Joseph M. Briggs, Sr — from
Steven R. Briggs

Greetings from the East — March 2018

In Honor of Robert E. Meshew, PM —
from E B. and Jean Ray

Brethren:

In Memory of PM’s Tom, George, and Tom Jr
Paterson and Jim Grant— from Gerald Quinn,
PM

Behold how the sands of time run swiftly. A successful and busy February has now
passed and two Degrees conferred upon worthy Brothers. Plans have been laid for
an equally busy and we trust successful March. Your regular attendance, suggestions and participation in our meetings will ensure success and will be greatly appreciated by your officer
line.

In Loving Memory of A. Ray Swartz, PM —
from Walter J and Ruby A. Thome
In Memory of Robbie Kilpatrick, PM — from
Dave, Ray, and Donna Husk
In Memory of my Grandfather and Member
Gordon Percy Deneau — from WM Matt Wilde
In Loving Memory of John H. Milroy, PM
Please send your check for $30.00 payable to Birmingham #44
Lodge marked “Pillars of Patronage”. This is an opportunity to
make a contribution “In Honor Of” or “In Loving Memory of”.
Please let us know how you would like your name to appear.
These subscriptions help to offset the cost of mailing the
monthly Trestle Board. If you wish to make a larger donation,
the Birmingham Masonic Temple Endowment Fund would

WB’s Howard Crumit and Bob Hall keeping a safe,
but comfortable distance between them at last
year’s Corn Roast.

We’re trying a new format. The printer allows us to use 11X20” sheets
for the same price as 11X17”. I’m playing with the design, and it will
continue to evolve. This is in the print format. This is page 4; page 1 is to
the right; page 2 below left; page 3 below right.

Fraternally yours;

The Secretary’s Pen

Thomas C. Baranowski, WM

Brethren: We have a busy Spring ahead of us! At least two Degrees per month and a fellowship once a month. The fellowship in
April is a special treat: A tour for Masons only of the world famous Detroit Masonic Temple — the largest Masonic building in the
world. I've taken the regular tour — which was fantastic — but one designed for members of the Craft should be incredible. So
much history and lore — fascinating architecture (hidden rooms, half floors, multiple basements, Masonic symbolism throughout).
You don’t want to miss it!. This is a RSVP event only — the DMT has to know how many people — so please contact me asap if you
are interested. The DMT charges
$150 for under 20 and $300 for 2039 (they have to bring in another tour
guide), so we are asking for a donation to help cover the cost. Any additional money collected will go towards the dinner bill for when we go
out after.
The second dues notices went out a
while ago. Please get yours in if you
haven’t done so already — thanks.

Steve Skrzycki, PM
Secretary — (248) 647-4229
secretary@birmingham44.com

As the winter snows have melted from the unseasonable February weather and the waters back up in the
local streams from rain, I am happy to report that petitions for membership in Birmingham #44 have been
coming in at an increasing pace. To help the new Candidates make a memorable start in Masonry please
try and attend our meetings as well as join us for fellowship. The Trestle Board for March holds our schedule of Degree work for the month, as well as our monthly meeting for fellowship.

MONTHLY CALENDER — All Lodge Events at 7:30 unless otherwise stated
MARCH 2018
March 1
March 6
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

—
—
—
—
—
—

Business Meeting (regular)
Temple Board
Fellowcraft Degree
Fellowship Night — place tbd
Master Mason Degree and Dinner—6:30pm
DARK (Maundy Thursday)

APRIL 2018
April 3
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

—
—
—
—
—

Temple Board
Business Meeting (regular)
Entered Apprentice Degree
Mason’s tour of Detroit Masonic Temple
Master Mason Degree and Dinner—6:30pm

FREEMASONRY’S COLORS
We are told that light falling on any object, is reflected in various ways and the different effects produced on the
eye are known as colors. Objects which reflect all light appear white; those which absorb all light rays are black.
Between these extremes is an infinite variety of shades and tints due to partial reflection and partial absorption.

2018 CALENDAR
Awards Night — TBD
Burger Night — June 28 (tentative)
Pancake Breakfast — TBD
75th Annual Visitation w/Speed Lodge — in Guelph
Corn Roast — TBD
Nov 1 — Annual Election of Officers
Dec 4 — Annual Meeting for Temple Board
Dec — Kids Christmas Party
Dec 8 — 2019 Installation of Officers
NOTE TO BRETHREN of #44:
This Lodge is yours — if you have an idea for an
event, please recommend it to the WM or bring it
up in open Lodge. We love volunteers!
All Lodge events start at 7:30, unless noted

From the earliest times an important and mystical meaning has applied to colors. In Masonry, leading colors are
used as follows:
BLUE – It is an emblem of universal friendship and benevolence, reminding the Craft that these virtues should
be as extensive as the blue dome of heaven. It provides the color-name of the Master Mason’s lodge and is the
predominant color in the three Craft degrees. Blue was held in great esteem and in high veneration by all nations of antiquity as it symbolically represented heaven, the celestial canopy, constancy, fidelity and truth.
(Continued on Page 2)
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WHITE – Being without hue or shade and reflecting all light, white is to be found in practically all of the ancient
mysteries. With a few exceptions, its broad significance was purity of conduct. So it is in Freemasonry. One of
the veils of the Tabernacle of the Israelites, describes in Exodus, was white and represented the earth. The Lambskin Apron suggests hope for purity of life and rectitude of conduct in the development of character as a Freemason.

THE CHAPLAIN’S MEANDERING PATH
RED or CRIMSON - This is one of the prime colors of Masonry, and is the appropriate color of the Royal Arch
degree, symbolically representing the ardor and zeal of those who are in possession of this sublime portion of Masonry. Scarlet was also used as one of the veils of the Tabernacle as the emblem of fire. Among the Hebrews
crimson was a color of dignity, suitable for garments of opulent and honorable patriarchs. In the Middle Ages,
Knights Templar, who engaged in the Crusades, wore a red cross as a symbol of their willingness to suffer death in
battle for their religion.

CONTEMPLATION
One of a Mason's greatest gifts appears to be contemplation. We often hear about "Light", and are often asked
by newer Masons about meanings, where to find this and that, what's the meaning of any number of ritual
affectations, etc., etc. With that in mind, contemplation really takes on a significant place of importance. Years
come and go. Time passes and experiences proliferate and meanings as well as experiences, seem to change
direction as we progress to new levels of understanding and circumstance. Some directions seem so direct and

BOWLING FELLOWSHIP NIGHT
THURSDAY, MARCH 15TH

7:30 PM
(PLACE TBD)
The last bowling night was a big
success. WM Tom would like to
repeat it. We might do Hartfield
again, or find somewhere new.
Keep posted.

so common sense, that everyone should find the explanation self evident. Then, we truly begin to contemplate
BLACK - Strictly speaking, black is not a color, but the absence of all light, and therefore a combination of all
colors. As white is the symbol of joy and life, so black is the symbol of grief and death. This is consistent with its
general use as black is the garment of mourning. So in Masonry it has the same meaning of sorrow, mourning,
wickedness, negation, death. White and black together signify purity of life or humiliation. Heraldic black, in
blazon, denotes prudence, wisdom and constancy in adversity and woe. This is the symbolism of the mosaic pavement.

and some things start to change. Maybe not a big change but change enough to "rock the boat" or give addi-

tional "Light" to ideas and conceptualizations we thought were cast in stone. This experience of contemplation
is so extraordinary in our shared travels, some shared thoughts might be interesting to you.
My thoughts at present are of the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason. More specific, in the ritual of the second
part, a prayer is offered with a part of that offering coming from the Holy Scripture of Job, 14. "Seeing his days
are determined, ..." leads us on a beautiful excursion to the five points of Fellowship. Those five points, though

GREEN - As a Masonic color it is not widely used except in Scottish Lodges. Its most important Masonic function is the evergreen of hope and immorality in the funeral ceremony. In many of the ancient mysteries green
signified the birth of the world and the moral resurrection of the initiate. Masons are reminded of the color green
in the sprig of acacia used in the drama of the Master Mason degree.

PURPLE - Being formed from the combination of blue and red, this is the emblem of union and harmony and is
the color by which the grand officers are distinguished. It is a reminder to the wearer to cultivate among Brethren
a spirit of union and to cement them into one complete and harmonious society.

quite specific in themselves; leave so much room for contemplation and mind expanding travel. Masonry is so
rampant with that type of offering and study in every Degree that when studied and viewed as a catalyst for
self improvement and assisting others, it becomes even more meaningful and relevant to the way a Mason
should live and act.

THURSDAY, APRIL 19 - 7 PM

In the past, we have mentioned many fine reference books and guides to better familiarize ourselves with this

Join us for a fantastic journey that only a
Freemason can experience!!!

great fraternity. Two of the most important books for reference, are our own Michigan Masonic Ritual and the

****MASONS ONLY****

Holy Bible or "That Great Light" in Masonry! As each and every Mason studies his Ritual and peruses The Great
Light, additional questions, answers and thoughts focus the "Light" and strengthen the commitment to this
great fraternity.

— Brother Thomas G. McConica

Learn the secrets of the fascinating and historic Detroit Masonic Temple in a tour designed for Masons only.

This is a RSVP event only!
We certainly hope that YOU are ready to CONTEMPLATE a little more! Please join us as often as you can for fun
and fellowship and for Brotherhood and camaraderie. Let's hope that we can ALL contemplate a better and
more meaningful experience!

Lives of great men all remind us, we can make our lives sublime, and, departing, leave behind us,
footprints on the sands of time. — Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

MASONIC TOUR OF THE DETROIT MASONIC TEMPLE

And now, you all know what's meant by "A Chaplain's Meandering Experience"!
Robert C. Hall, P. M., Chaplain

Please contact the Secretary at
secretary@birmingham44.com for reservations

Afterwards, we will meet at a local establishment for food and refreshments. There will
be a $10-15 charge for the tour, depending on
number participating (based on the DMT fees)

