
Greetings from the East  — January, 2017 
 

Brethren: 
 
I am excited to be writing for the Trestle Board!  I along with the officers are going to assure you that will 
once again get out a monthly newsletter.  Further, we promise to do our very best to get it to you by the 
first of the month and as before, it will include the important dates for that month and the next.  We will also get a calendar 
for the year soon. 
 
As for January, we will have our Regular Business Meeting on the 5th at 7:30. We are also going to have two separate Entered 
Apprentice Degrees. The first one on the 12th and the second one of the 19th. On the last Thursday of the month, the 26th we 
are going to have a night out for fellowship, food, and friendship at Rojo Mexican Bistro in Birmingham.  A portion of our 
bills will be paid back to the Lodge by the restaurant.  I think this is a great way to spend some informal time together outside 
of lodge and raise some money at the same time. Finally, we will be hosting a Super Bowl Party at our lodge on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 5th, so take note Brethren and try to attend as much as possible. 
 
Our annual Installation was held on Saturday December 3rd.  Our Grand Installing Officer was Worshipful Brother Robert 
Hall. WB Bob did an amazing job along with the rest of his Grand Installing officers who made the night very special for me. 
After Installation, we had a nice catered dinner, provided by Brother Stewart Fox, and reception in the dining hall. I want to 
thank everyone for everything they did, especially Brothers Tom Baranowski, Jack Palmer, and WB Bob Hall for all their 
hard work. The night could not have been better. 
 
I would like to address a Brother who has been one of the cornerstones of our lodge for the last decade. Our outgoing Master, 
WB Carl Censoni.  Carl has been the Master of our Lodge three times in the last 7 years. He has been President of the Bir-
mingham Masonic Temple Board, the current Lodge Treasurer, and has distinguished himself as a great example of Masonry 
with the many selfless acts for our Lodge, and Brethren. Many of the Brothers are unaware of this, but I would like to share 
these few examples:  He gave a Brother in a need a car without asking for anything in return. He supports our elder Brethren 
by bringing them food and helping them keep their property maintained. He donates money and has put in a ton of effort 
fixing things at Lodge. He does these things not for recognition but rather simply because they are the right things to do. He is 
a great example of what it means to be a true and upright Mason.  Further, he stepped up last year and graciously accepted 
the duties of Master a third time so that myself and the other officers in line would be able to sit in each chair and be duly 
prepared for our time in the East. I am grateful for all he has done to make me ready to take the weight off his back and 
spread it upon myself and the 2017 officer line to see that Birmingham #44 can grow and be a success. We all owe WB Carl a 
debt of gratitude. If you see WB Carl in Lodge, thank him for all that he has done and continues to do for Birmingham 44. He 
is humble person and likely will not solicit any type of credit, he would, however, enjoy a tasty libation and a good laugh. 
 
Finally, I would like to share with everyone that a goal of mine is to have great communication with all our Brothers through-
out 2017. I look forward to bringing, “An enthusiasm unknown to mankind” (Jim Harbaugh),  to the lodge and start to create 
something special. I would like to introduce the officers who graciously accepted their nominations to fulfill their chairs. The 
officers for 2017 are: 
 

Matt Wilde …………………………. Worhipful Master 
Tom Baranowski …………………… Senior Warden 
Jack Palmer ………………………… Junior Warden 
Steve Skrzycki, PM …….…………..  Secretary 
Carl Censoni, PM ………………….. Treasurer 
Robert Hall, PM …………………….Chaplain 
Scott Licavoli ……………………….. Senior Deacon 
John Erpelding ……………………... Junior Deacon 
Ray Hamama ……………………….. Senior Steward 
Vincent Ashley ……………………...  Junior Steward 
Brandon Mauro …………………….. Associate Steward 
Josh Husk …………………………... Associate Steward 
Dave Husk, PM …………………….. Tiler 
 
 

I wish everyone Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year.  
 
Fraternally yours, 
 
Matthew M. Wilde, Worshipful Master 

 

BIRMINGHAM LODGE #44 TRESTLE BOARD 



 

BIRMINGHAM LODGE #44 TRESTLE BOARD 

MONTHLY CALENDER 
2017 CALENDAR 

March 30 — Detroit Pistons Game at the Palace of 
Auburn Hills —  RSVP to Lodge for tickets 
April 20 — Degree Downtown at Masonic Temple 
June 11 — Pancake Breakfast — 9-11am 
June 15 — Detroit Tiger Game at Comerica Park 
Burger Night! — day to be determined 
Sept 9  — Corn Roast  — 4pm 
Oct 6-8 —  Visitation from Guelph Speed Lodge  
Nov 2 — Annual Election of Officers 
Dec 5 — Annual Meeting for Temple Board 
Dec 9  —  2018 Installation of Officers 
 

NOTE TO BRETHREN of #44: 
This Lodge is yours — if you have an idea for an 
event, please recommend it to the WM or bring it 
up in open Lodge.  We love volunteers! 

January 2017 

Jan 3 — Temple Board  

Jan 5 — Business Meeting  

Jan 12 — EA Degree 

Jan 19 — EA Degree 

Jan 26 — Fellowship Night at Rojo 

  Restaurant in Birmingham—7pm 

February 2017 

Feb 2 — Business Meeting  

Feb 5 — Super Bowl Party —  6pm 

Feb 7 — Temple Board  

Feb 9 — FC Practice and Fellowship 

Feb 16 — FC Degree 

Feb 23 — MM Degree and dinner — 6:30pm 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Ronald J. Swanson Raised:  March 22, 1957 Passed:  November 2, 2016 

 

 Charles H Cutting Raised:  May 14, 1952 Passed:  November 18, 2016 

 

The Secretary’s Pen 
 

— Steve Skrzycki, PM, Secretary  (248) 647-4229        (I know this format is old — I’ll be working on it soon!) 



BIRMINGHAM LODGE #44 TRESTLE BOARD 

CHAPLAIN’S MEANDERING PATH 
 
 

Happy New Year!   Hope it went well for everyone. Now, it's time to rekindle, resubmit and 
rethink all of the many wise positions and lessons of our fraternity. The Fellowcraft Degree is 
about to again be conferred next month, and one of the serious lessons that is taught in that 
Degree, is the very exactness of Masonry. In the allegory of the second section, we learn of a 
great consternation and punishment ordered for those who could not pronounce a word cor-
rectly. S-th and Si-h was the hairs breadth of life and death! It portends the seriousness of 
doing something right. It shows us that as hard as we may try, try is really not enough. We 
must strive to do our assigned tasks and duties as they are meant to be performed! A simi-
larity, closeness or near proximity is NOT good enough! One tiny area of our allegorical ritu-
al sends a strict and serious message to all of those who are serious about the lessons and 
meanings of Masonry. 
  
When you hear the sound of the gavel in the East, "It is hoped and expected that 
each brother will demean himself as becomes a man and a Mason". So my Brethren, as we 
come from refreshment to labor again may we all prepare ourselves as Masters of the Craft 
to render our best efforts at being true Masons and helping our newer Brethren to learn the 
meanings of our fraternity and offer up a most excellent example to our community. 
  
I hope that you will join us as often as possible this year, as we make our New Masonic Year 
under new leadership a rousing success. It will take all of our efforts, working together to 
achieve that lofty goal. We have much to do, but how exciting and genuinely gratifying it can 
be! Look at your officers and feel the pride knowing that YOU helped put them there. 
  
Hope to see each of you soon as we all work for a better way. 
  
 
May the Grand Architect of the Universe be your constant inspiration, 
 
Robert C. Hall, P. M., Chaplain  

 

 

  ROJO MEXICAN BISTRO  —  Thursday, January 6th — 7PM  —  Location:  250 E. Merrill Street 

 Birmingham.   (A portion spent is donated back to the Lodge by the restaurant!)  

 

 

 

 SUPER BOWL LI PARTY!  —   Sunday, February 5th  —  6PM  —  Location:  Birmingham 44 

 Lodge.   (We may do a potluck — details to follow) 
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Advertising subscriptions are due for renewal.  The cost of a business card size advertisement is $75.00 
per year.  Please contact the Secretary with a copy of your advertisement.  Email your copy to the Secre-
tary at secretary@birmingham44.com@gmail.com and mail your payment to Birmingham Lodge at 
37357 Woodward Ave., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-5003. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Picture your ad here 
Contact Steve Skrzycki for details. 

248-647-4229 
secretary@birmingham44.com@gmail.com 

Birmingham Masonic News 
PILLARS OF PATRONAGE 

__________________________________________ 

Subscriptions are renewed December 1st
 

Please send your check for $25.00 payable 
to Birmingham Lodge marked “Pillars of 

Patronage”.  This is an opportunity to 
make a contribution “In Honor Of” or “In 

Loving Memory of”.  Please let us know 
how you would like your name to appear.  
These subscriptions help to offset the cost 
of mailing the monthly Trestle Board.  If 
you wish to make a larger donation, the 

Birmingham Masonic Temple Endowment 
Fund would welcome your contribution   

. 

 
 
 

 
 

Picture your ad here 
Contact Steve Skrzycki for details. 

248-647-4229 
secretary@birmingham44.com@gmail.com 


