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PLEASE

Greetings from the East — February 2019

RENEW YOUR
PILLARS OF PATRONAGE
In Loving Memory of Layson White Voorhees

Please send your check for $30.00 payable to Birmingham #44
Lodge marked “Pillars of Patronage”. This is an opportunity to
make a contribution “In Honor Of” or “In Loving Memory of”.
Please let us know how you would like your name to appear.
These subscriptions help to offset the cost of mailing the
monthly Trestle Board. If you wish to make a larger donation,
the Birmingham Masonic Temple Endowment Fund would
welcome your contribution

Brethren;

I KNOW YOU WERE EXPECTING SUPERMAN

See our website where you can check the calendar of upcoming events,
read past trestle boards, and make online payments

WB CARL CENSONI AND BRO. BORIS HOLOWKO

www.birmingham44.net

The Secretary’s Pen
Brethren — We have gotten off to a great start in 2019. We Raised two Brothers on January 24, Initiated two more, and had one of our bestattended fellowship nights ever (outside of Burger Night). Over 30 guys showed up on January 17 to have pizza, play cards, watch the basketball
game on the big screen, and enjoy great fellowship!

We will be dark on February 14th for Valentine’s Day. So go spoil your sweeties on that day, Bros. We round out the month with two more Degrees.

I hope this finds everybody in good health and staying warm. As winter starts to roll in with its extreme cold
weather and deepening snow, Birmingham #44 is going strong. We started the new year off with the raising
of 2 brothers to the sublime degree of Master Mason and watched as 2 others started their journey in Masonry by taking the first step as Entered Apprentices. I cannot express fully how proud I was of the jobs the
new officers did with their ritual work. It is evident that the officers have taken their new stations seriously
and have put in practice to get there lines right. I feel this is going to be a very special year.
A special thanks has to go out to our JW Chris Dargin who put on his first fellowship night on January 17th.
Chris held the fellowship night at the lodge where they played a variety of card games and had pizza. While
I was unable to attend there were 31 others brothers and interested men that were able to join in on the fun.
Chris had members from a few different lodges, young and old. Watch for emails from our Secretary Steve
Skrzycki who will be letting everyone know were the fellowship nights will be held.
With winter weather causing slippery driving conditions, if anybody would like a drive into lodge you can
contact our secretary. We will do our best to find a brother near you to pick you up and get you to lodge.

I have created a picture page that I will link to the website. Right now it contains mostly pictures that I have taken over the last couple years, along with some
contributions from others. I’ve put
some of the pics in this newsletter.
www.flickr.com/
photos/163777414@N08/albums

2nd dues notices went out. If you haven’t paid, please get it in. We just received our bill from GL for per capita
expenses for 2018 and it is close to
$5000 — due this month. Thanks.
Fraternally,

Steve Skrzycki, PM, Secretary
secretary@birmingham44.com

MONTHLY CALENDER — All Lodge Events at 7:30 unless otherwise stated
FEBRUARY 2019
Feb 5
—
Feb 7
—
Feb 14
—
Feb 21
—
Feb 28
—

March 2019
March 5
March 7
March 14
March 21
March 28

—
—
—
—
—

Temple Board
Business Meeting (regular)
Valentines day — Dark
Fellowcraft Degree
Entered Apprentice Degree

Temple Board
Business Meeting (regular)
Entered Apprentice Degree
Fellowship Night
Master Mason Degree and Dinner—6:30 pm

2019 CALENDAR
Awards Night — TBD
June 27 — Burger Night—7 pm
Corn Roast — TBD
Nov 7 — Annual Election of Officers
Dec 3 — Annual Meeting for Temple Board
Dec 7 — Kids Christmas Party
Dec 14 — 2020 Installation of Officers
See www.birmingham44.net/calendar for schedule
thru June
NOTE TO BRETHREN of #44:
This Lodge is yours — if you have an idea for an
event, please recommend it to the WM or bring it
up in open Lodge. We love volunteers!

Fraternally,
Jack Palmer, WM

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!!!
WM JACK PALMER AND HIS LOVELY WIFE LINDA
AT HIS INSTALLATION ON DECEMBER 15, 2018
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PICTURE SITE

www.flickr.com/
photos/163777414@N08/
albums

While the occasion admonishes us to consider the uncertainty of human life and the unremittable certainty of death, with

I’ve uploaded pictures I had to a Flickr
site. There are 18 folders. All pictures
taken by me, except the 2012 Awards Banquet. I will place this link on our webpage,
as well. If the link doesn’t work, copy and
paste in your browser.

equal urgency it graciously invites us to regard death as the open door, through which man passes from his labors on earth to
the nobler service of life in the world to come

Stanley R. Mattson

Raised: April 25, 1957

THE CHAPLAIN’S MEANDERING PATH

Deceased: July 1, 2015*

THE HEART OF MASONRY
And when at last their weary feet shall have reached the end of their toilsome journey and from their nerveless grasp shall
forever drop the working tools of life, may it be their lot to hear from Him who sitteth there as Judge Supreme the welcome
words, “Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord.”

FELLOWSHIP NIGHT JANUARY 17 — AT THE LODGE

Many symbols hold importance to our memories. During the month of February, the Heart is a major
and beloved symbol whose visual depiction and illustrated image is the basis for our affections for
those that we love. We often attribute it to the strong affiliation of home and family. We send cards,
buy candy and sometimes make special dinner plans with that someone we truly are drawn to and
deeply care about. It is a lovely custom and practice, although some through the years have forgotten
to honor that special day designated with the large HEART! Perhaps we should ALL be drawn to the
suggestion of this special February day and the entire month remind us to be more attentive to matters of the Heart. Perhaps, we should each and every one focus on all the important matters of our
lives, emotions and all of those things we hold dear! Certainly our families are important but what
about our health, friends, activities held dear and our involvement in the greatest fraternity ever conceived? Wouldn’t it be quite worthwhile to consider our activities and involvement in our own very private and humbling fraternity? Maybe we could take time to help a Brother in need, wish a Brother well
in his pursuit of good health or enquire if all is well at home or at work.

You are welcome to download pictures from
this site, but unless they are of you and
your family please restrict usage to personal
purposes (i.e. no commercial apps).
To download, open the website, click once
on an album and then once on a picture.
Click once on the down arrow symbol on the
lower right side. You will get a menu of
various picture size options. Choose one,
and it will download to your download folder
on your PC. If you particularly like a photo
and would like me to retouch it further (I’ve
photoshopped some of the pics), please send
me a small resolution copy by email.

Most all of the above is certainly an active pursuit of most of our Brethren, but if you have been too
busy or too pre-occupied to act on some of these impulses or practices, maybe the month of February
would be a good reminder for all of us to consider our Masonic paths. Our Masonic obligations are quite
likely a wonderful reminder to think not only of ourselves, but also of our Brethren who are not so fortunate. Even beyond that as we look about our community and all of the things we daily notice that
could be addressed or given more than a cursory glance. It’s a wonderful time of year, with much to
love. Our families, community and more pointedly this great fraternity we know as Freemasonry.
Happy Valentine ’s Day to you and your loved ones! Make it a whole month of Brotherly Love and
Friendship!
NO FELLOWSHIP THIS MONTH.

Fraternally,
Robert C. Hall, P. M., Chaplain

IT FALLS ON VALENTINE’S DAY, SO
SPEND IT WITH YOUR SWEETIE,
BOYS!

