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BIRMINGHAM LODGE NO. 44  F&AM 

37357 WOODWARD AVE 

BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI  48304-5003 

   BIRMINGHAM 44 Birmingham Masonic News 

PILLARS OF PATRONAGE 

Subscriptions are renewed December 1st 

In Memory of Joseph M. Briggs, Sr — from     
Steven R. Briggs 

In Honor of Robert E. Meshew, PM  —  

from E B. and Jean Ray 

In Memory of PM’s Tom, George, and Tom Jr 
Paterson  — from Gerald Quinn, PM 

In Loving Memory of A. Ray Swartz, PM — 
from Walter J and Ruby A. Thome 

In Memory of Robbie Kilpatrick, PM — from 
Dave, Ray, and Donna Husk 

In Memory of my Grandfather and Member 
Gordon Percy Deneau — from WM Matt Wilde 

In Loving Memory of John H. Milroy, PM 

Please send your check for $30.00 payable to Birmingham #44 

Lodge marked “Pillars of Patronage”.  This is an opportunity to 

make a contribution “In Honor Of” or “In Loving Memory of”.  

Please let us know how you would like your name to appear.  

These subscriptions help to offset the cost of mailing the 

monthly Trestle Board.  If you wish to make a larger donation, 

the Birmingham Masonic Temple Endowment Fund would 

TRESTLE BOARD 
BIRMINGHAM LODGE #44 

Greetings from the East  — November 2017 

 

Brethren, 

And just like that, it’s November, and as the saying goes, “time flies when you’re 

having fun”. We have been having a lot of fun at Birmingham #44 — especially during the month of Octo-

ber. We initiated two new Brothers on October 9th. We had voted to do the two EA’s in one night — which 

can make for a long night — to create way for a fellowship night on October 19th, on which Worshipful 

Brother Steve Skrzycki arranged and prepared a pasta and wine night at lodge. It was a great success, many 

Brothers and potential candidates came and enjoyed the evening. The pasta was excellent and the wine even 

better.  Great night all around and a big round of applause for WB Steve.  On the evening of Saturday the 

21st, Pontiac Lodge #21 held a Masonic Festive Board in our dining hall, which I and many of our Brothers 

attended. It was a wonderful evening with a nice prime rib dinner and many toasts. We enjoyed the compa-

ny of many Brothers from Pontiac and their guests, Kilwinning Lodge #508 from Toronto.  It was wonderful 

to see how joyous of an occasion a Festive Board is and hopefully something we do again in the future. Last-

ly, on October 26th we completed our final Master Mason degree of 2017 where we raised Brother Justin 

Hone to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason. A very successful October, which leads us in good spirits 

into November. 

This month we will have our Regular Communication on November 2nd, where elections will be held for the 

2018 Officers, so please come and vote.  On November 9th, we will confer a Fellowcraft Degree on two Broth-

ers, and on November 16th we will be enjoying our final fellowship night of the year at The Dow. The Dow, is 

the newly renovated rear of Dick o Dows’ in downtown Birmingham. They have great food and over 40 

beers on tap whose prices fluctuate based on demand like the stock market hence the name “the Dow” in 

reference to the Dow Jones (don’t worry, they only fluctuate around 25 cents).  November 23rd, we are dark 

for Thanksgiving. Then on November 30th we gather for one final Degree of 2017. It will be a single Entered 

Apprentice Degree where I will perform my final Degree as Worshipful Master and get the distinct honor to 

Initiate my father. 

Brethren, we are not done yet. It is the final push of 2017 and I need every one of you to help me shine the 

Light of Masonry upon Birmingham #44.  I hope everyone can come out and support us this month before 

Installation on December 9th.  

 

 

Fraternally yours, 

Matt M. Wilde, WM 

MONTHLY CALENDER — All Lodge Events at 7:30 unless otherwise stated 
2017 CALENDAR 

Nov 2 — Annual Election of Officers 
Dec 5 — Annual Meeting for Temple Board 
Dec 2  —  Kids Christmas Party—3—5:30 pm 
Dec 9  —  2018 Installation of Officers 
 

 
 
 

NOTE TO BRETHREN of #44: 
This Lodge is yours — if you have an idea for an 
event, please recommend it to the WM or bring it 
up in open Lodge.  We love volunteers! 

All Lodge events start at 7:30, unless noted 
 
 

DECEMBER 2017 

December 2 — Kids Christmas Party  — 3 pm 

December 5 — Temple Board—Annual Meeting 

December 7 — Business Meeting — Installation Practice 

December 9 — 2018 Installation of Officers and Party 

 

DARK FOR THE REST OF DECEMBER.  WATCH EMAIL FOR LAST 
MINUTE FELLOWSHIP EVENTS.       

MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!  

NOVEMBER 2017 

November 2 — Business Meeting—Annual Elections  

November  7 — Temple Board  

November  9 — FC Degree 

November 16 — fellowship night— Dick o’ Dows 

November 23 — DARK — Thanksgiving 

November 30 — EA Degree 

 

We’re trying a new format.  The printer allows us to use 11X20” sheets 

for the same price as  11X17”.   I’m playing with the design, and it will 

continue to evolve.  This is in the print format.  This is page 4; page 1 is to 

the right; page 2 below left; page 3 below right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

The Secretary’s Pen   

Brethren:  The Pasta and Wine night was a big success!  We had 22 Brothers and Candidates attend.  A little bit of 

work for me, but when we have a good turn-out and everybody has a great time it is worth it.   To turn a phrase, 

Better Living through Fellowship.   I was also very pleasantly pleased with the Masonic Festive Board we had on 

Saturday, October 21.  40 Brothers were there and Pontiac #21 did a great job.  We tried to pay close attention so 

we can have one of our own in the future. 

 

Don’t miss our Installation of 

Officers on December 9th.  We 

have our big party of the year 

afterwards — wives and fami-

lies invited.  Also keep an eye 

on email in December for any 

last minute fellowship events 

planned. 

Hope to see you soon! 

Steve Skrzycki, PM 

Secretary  — (248) 647-4229 

secretary@birmingham44.com 

A PIPER PLAYS AT THE MASONIC FESTIVE 

BOARD ON OCTOBER 21 



  

 

DOES IT REALLY MATTER? 

 

 

November 2, 2017 is our business meeting for November. Also, it is our annual election of officers. 

Does it really matter that we hold this election? Do we really need to participate in a process that is 

usually so mundane and ordinary? Don't the officers just move up and a new Junior Warden or 

Junior Stewart run for office? Why do I need to be present for something so predetermined or per-

haps predestined? Someone once said, "the whole process is one of mutual respect and support". 

Could that really be true? 

 

 
A long time ago, an old Past Master casually mentioned that a "Lodge Election is an endorsement 

of all of it's members". Not only is that election a legal and binding part of Masonic Law, it consti-

tutes a major showing of support for the Brethren that will be holding Masonic year’s next important 

duties and functions. How is a Master to govern and his line of officers to function without the unbri-

dled support and affection of all that are members of the Lodge? How does a Lodge prosper and 

grow if full support and appreciation for it's leadership is not fully exemplified by ALL of it's appre-

ciative membership? Success is not measured by one, two or three, but by the cooperation of 

each and every Brother. So, we are hoping that YOU will be a part of our election process. Show up 

and show your support of your Lodge by supporting it's officers. Be a part of a positive act of show-

ing Brotherly Love and Friendship to the Brethren who are interested in serving YOU! 

 

 
I'll be there and hope to see as many of you there as possible, because I really believe that It Real-

ly Matters! 

 

 
Our Installation is right around the corner, and if Brother Tom Baranowski has anything to say, it 

should be a great one! Please mark your calendars for December 9 and be ready for a festive 

night of pomp, circumstance and plain old fashioned Masonic Brotherhood. Remember that wives, 

family and friends are invited.  Everyone should enjoy the evening! 

 

 

Blessings to all of you, and we hope to meet on the Step, Due Guard and Grip 

very soon, 

 

Robert C. Hall, P. M., Chaplain 

 
THE DOW BEER EXCHANGE 

AT  

DICK O’ DOWS 

IN BIRMINGHAM 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

7:30 PM 

2018 INSTALLATION  

OF OFFICERS 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9TH 
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While the occasion admonishes us to consider the uncertainty of human life and the unremittable certainty of death, with 
equal urgency it graciously invites us to regard death as the open door, through which man passes from his labors on earth to 
the nobler service of life in the world to come  

And when at last their weary feet shall have reached the end of their toilsome journey and from their nerveless grasp shall 
forever drop the working tools of life, may it be their lot to hear from Him who sitteth there as Judge Supreme the welcome 
words, “Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord.” 

*  We are not always notified when a Brother passes on, so some we have had to discover online or by other investigations. 

 Alvin G. Simpson Raised:  June 14, 1948 Deceased:  June 7, 2010* 

 Donald William Bayhan Raised:  September 21, 1954 Deceased:  May 17, 2016* 

 John V. Caleca Raised:  November 11. 1982 Deceased:  September 26, 2017 
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